
[bookmark: _Hlk190942313]FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL – ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday 2 December 2024, 7pm
Fimber Village Hall

Present: 
Chair:	       	Cllr Georgina Booth (GB) (Chair)
Cllr Mary Walker (MW)
Cllr Ray Lambert (RL)
Cllr Graham Thompson (GT)

In attendance:	Laura Waites (LW) (Clerk) 
		Chris Chambers (for open forum)
Allan Douglas (for open forum)
		Susan Douglas (for open forum)

Apologies:	 Cllr Ted Wood (TW)

MINUTES
	Minute
	Details
	Action

	1.1224
	Welcome and Apologies
The meeting was chaired by GB and opened at 7.05pm. 
Apologies were reported and accepted from TW.
	

	2.1224
	Open Forum
There were 3 parishioners in attendance for the Open Forum. The following matters were raised for discussion:
Defibrillator
It was noted that Chris Chambers (CC) (in attendance) has taken over the defibrillator checks from Steve Wright. CC confirmed he has logged his details and is doing weekly checks; CC confirmed he is happy to continue with this role. The defibrillator pads have been checked and replacements purchased. 
Gameslack Farm - Biomass Site / Chalk extraction by Ashcourt
Sue and Alan (in attendance) were keen to have an update on site matters at Gameslack Farm. GB / RL gave the update, and it was noted that they attend a regular community liaison committee along with representatives from Ashcourt and East Riding of Yorkshire Council planning officers.
GB provided confirmation that drivers are being asked to not drive through Fimber village as part of their traffic management plan. RL has emailed Ashcourt regarding some traffic still going through the village and noted they have apologised. If traffic is seen going through Fimber to / from Gameslack, the vehicle registration numbers are to be reported. RL noted the road condition has improved since the traffic restarted this time.
Question: A resident asked, what is their actual objective?
Answer: RL gave an update on the history involved in the planning application for the biomass plant. Originally the planning application was turned down but was approved upon appeal. Ashcourt are the current site operators. A planning condition included permission to undertake some chalk extraction at the site prior to a biomass facility being built. However, the Parish Council noted they are concerned that wider quarrying is to be undertaken. There is still some uncertainty over whether the biomass plant will go ahead. Councillors confirmed there is a watching brief via the Parish Council and there is now a liaison committee, as mentioned above, through which local concerns can be raised.
Question: A resident asked, are Ashcourt also operating near Huggate / Pocklington? The poor conditions near there were raised.
Answer: It was noted that site is operated by a different company, Fenstone.
Traffic and speeding
The positioning of the speed camera vans at York House was discussed and whether the location was suitable. GT gave an update on the traffic management activities that the Parish Council had been proactively pushing for some time. It was noted that the previous Chair was particularly proactive and various traffic management measures have been explored with ERYC and several meetings held with the ERYC traffic team. There were some good recommendations at one point however these were overturned by ERYC. Speed monitoring was undertaken but did not evidence a high enough need for ERYC funded interventions. The benefits of having some kind of visible deterrent and having a community speed camera operation were discussed. Gated entrances were considered but come at a cost. Flashing signs were also considered, but the cost is prohibitive, and ERYC questioned the effectiveness of the signs. The Parish Council may be able to access the community fund via Ashcourts at some point once any site development starts.
A resident suggested whether a high vis jacket could be displayed at the end of the village, as this has been done elsewhere; this was noted.
	

	3.1224
	Confidentiality and Declaration of Interests
GB reminded the Parish Council of the need for confidentiality and to declare any interests, pecuniary or non-pecuniary. There were no confidential items or declarations of interests raised.
	

	4.1224
	Other urgent business
Parish Council Vacancies
LW reported that Electoral Services (East Riding of Yorkshire Council) have confirmed that the Parish Council can fill the two current vacancies by co-option. Residents are to be invited to make an expression of interest in the vacancies.
Precept
To be covered in the finance item
Police parking area
A sign saying police vehicles only is needed as people are parking in the area designated for police parking. The clerk is to follow this up with ERYC.
	








LW

	5.1224
	Minutes of the last meeting
Councillors agreed that the minutes of the meeting held  on 19 August 2024 be approved; proposed by GB and seconded by GT.
RATIFIED that the minutes of the 19th August 2024 meeting be approved.
	

	6.1224
	Matters Arising
All actions / matters arising from the minutes were either covered on the agenda or progress was noted as follows:
· LW to confirm the clerk’s details with Barclay’s Bank in Driffield - Completed
· LW to report streetscene/highways matters – Some completed / some in progress. The following matters are to be chased up again:
Guideline anchor to the electrical pole opposite New Row;
Manhole cover in the footpath opposite Fairview
The sign needs to be opposite Grange Farm, crossing the road is blind
· GB to review potential safety signage near the pond to deter swimming – In progress – signage has been purchased and is be installed.
· LW to arrange for additional notice board keys – Completed
· LW to send response to a playing pitch strategy survey (ERYC) – completed. Nil return sent.
· RL to follow up meeting enroute during circular walk by Pocklington Town Council – Noted
	




LW

	7.1224
	Finance
Payments
MW gave an update on payments due, which were:
Streetlighting SLA  (East Riding of Yorkshire Council). £303.36
Electricity (Npower) £34.20
Defibrillator pads – £68.28 (CC passed the invoice for these to MW for the file)
RATIFIED that the above payments be approved.

MW confirmed that the bank account balances were:
Community: £3721, before the payments above and further payments of circa £1100 agreed for clerk’s salary and Council insurance. There is  £425 is ring fenced to winter maintenance. 
Business: £647 is available for elections.

The Clerk’s salary was discussed, and it was noted it had remained at £500 per annum since it was first set in 2023/24. An increase of 15% was agreed.
Proposed by GT and seconded by GB.
RATIFIED that a 15% increase be applied to the clerk’s salary 

Precept
The precept demand for financial year 2025/26 was discussed and it was noted that the precept was increased last year by £100 to £1950.
Councillors agreed that the precept demand should remain the same.
Proposed by GB and seconded by RL.
RATIFIED that the precept demand for 2025/26 is to remain unchanged at £1950.
	










	8.12.24
	Planning Matters 
Gameslack community liaison forum update:
GB referred to the minutes (circulated to councillors) from the Gameslack community forum meeting held on 14 October 2024 and gave an update on the headlines, which were:
Simon Hornby continues to hold the role of Community Liaison Officer for the Gameslack Farm project. The constituents of the liaison forum include Ray Lambert  and Geogina Booth (Fimber Parish Council). Andrew McCormack and Lewis Clark (Wetwang Parish Council). The meeting was also attended by Chris Yeadon (Ashcourt); Chris Calvert (Pegasus Planning Consultants), Cllr Leo Hammond, Cllr Paul West and Cllr Michael Lee (ERYC Ward Members)
Meetings are to be held every 3 months (turning to 6 months post completion) at Driffield Rugby Club.
Ashcourt returned to site around mid-November 2024. The access road from the B1248 to the site entrance was laid with tarmac to try and help keep the main road clean. The existing wheel wash facility is to be reviewed daily and cleaned regularly. A road sweeper will be present on the project full time. 
141,203 tonnes of material have been removed from the site and based on the 310,000 tonne removal predicted at the planning stage, this leaves approx. 168,797 tonnes to be removed from site.
A Traffic Management Plan was shared at the meeting and is to be shared with all drivers using the site. This is to prevent any vehicles from travelling through Fimber village. (copy attached with minutes).

The Parish Council discussed the resumption of chalk extraction and any action to take. RL confirmed that he had emailed Ashcourt on 22 November 2024 regarding increased levels of lorries coming through the village from or to Gameslack and had received an apology. 

Next meeting date is to be confirmed.

Planning consultations received
The following planning consultations were discussed by the Parish Council and any actions noted. 
Planning Consultation for 24/03111/VAR, Yorkshire Wolds Railway, Fimber Halt
(deadline for consultation 6 December) – variation of Condition 4 (approved plans) of planning permission 24/00367/PLF - Erection of building to comprise working facility, visitor centre, railway track extension – there were no objections.

Planning Consultation for 24/02029/PLF White House Sledmere Road Fimber (details had been circulated by email as the deadline was 8 November) – there were no objections.
	


















	9.12.24
	Streetscene
The following streetscene matters were identified and are to be reported:
Leaves on Church Hill
Drain - as highlighted in matters arising
Footpath – hole in path opposite Elm Tree
	

LW

	10.1224
	Traffic
Covered above
	

	11.1224
	Correspondence
LW reported a number of newsletters had been circulated for information. The following matters (circulated prior to the meeting) were also discussed.

· Rough Sleeper count on night of 21 November (ERYC) – Nil return reported
· Link to various webinars (ERYC) for town and parish councillor info - Noted
· Consultation on licensing policy and applications to place furniture (stalls/carts/tables and chairs) on the public highway that would be used to provide food/drink for human consumption – Noted.
· Safe communities (ERYC) data April – Sept 2024 for Driffield and rural area  - Noted. There was a discussion about the neighbourhood watch group and it was noted that the structure was not being used that widely. GT noted that he received the rural crime network messages. It was agreed that a circular is to be drafted for all to comment on, which can go out to all households regarding joining a scheme. This could also include other parish council information such as vacancies and meetings. 
· Latest information required for installing festive lighting for the 2024/25 season and request to complete Public Liability Insurance and Electrical Energy used by 3rd parties forms if required - Nil return.
· Public spaces protection order (PSPO) review 2025 – Noted we will be contacted in 2025 about any variations the parish Council wants to make
· Consultation on the ERYC planning design code – Noted.
· ERYC Overview and Scrutiny committee – call for suggestions from town and parish councils for topics for scrutiny – Noted.
· Salt bins - ERYC are not conducting standard routine maintenance visits to Parish Council owned salt bins unless they are reported to be required. If a member of the public reports that a Parish Council owned salt bin, which is maintained by ERYC, requires attention, a visit will be arranged and there will be a charge for this. A routine maintenance visit costs £52 – the parish Council discussed this and GT is to ask a contact at ERYC what happened last time we needed to request the road / hill to be done. He will also check if we receive a quantity of salt free of charge each winter and if the new charge applies to the need to replenish this.
	














LW


















GT

	12.1224
	Urgent items agreed by the Chair
Discussed above
	

	13.1224
	Date of next meeting.
The scheduled meeting on Monday 24 February 2025 was changed.
The next meeting is to be held on Wednesday 26 February at 7pm.
	

	
	GB closed the meeting at 8.10pm.
	



