
FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL – EXTRA -ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday 22 April 2024, 7pm
Fimber Village Hall

Present: 
Chair:	       	Cllr Georgina Booth (GB) (Chair)
Cllr Graham Thompson (GT) (Vice Chair)
Cllr Mary Walker (MW). Cllr Ray Lambert (RL)


In attendance:	Laura Waites (LW) (Clerk), 

Apologies: 	Cllr Helen Fenwick (HF), Cllr Steve Wright (SW), 


	Minute
	Details
	Action

	1.0424
	Welcome and Apologies
The meeting started at 7.05pm. Apologies were reported from HF and SW. 
The meeting was chaired by GB.
	

	2.0424
	Confidentiality and Declaration of Interests
GB reminded the parish council of the need for confidentiality and to declare any interests, pecuniary or non-pecuniary. There were no confidential items or declarations of interests raised.
	

	3.0424
	Other urgent business
None raised
	

	4.0424
	Gameslack Farm – current planning / traffic concerns
(Relating to approved application for a biomass facility, Gameslack Farm).

GB and RL updated councillors on progress with Gameslack Farm planning / traffic concerns since the last parish council meeting held on 22 February 2024.

RL noted recent email communication with Driffield and Rural Ward Councillor, Michael Lee, regarding Gameslack site concerns, which has been circulated to all members of the parish council. 

It was noted that Wetwang Parish Council had also contracted their ward councillors (Market Weighton Wolds) and have arranged a meeting with East Riding of Yorkshire Council (ERYC) planners. It was agreed that this would be a joint meeting attended by GB / RL as well.

GB/RL met to discuss the approach in advance of the joint meeting, and it was agreed that a letter be delivered to ERYC Planning to ensure our concerns were fully outlined, including photos of the site and the road.

GB/RL attended the TEAMS meeting on 15th April 2024 with representatives from Wetwang Parish Council, the Head of Planning (ERYC), planning enforcement officers (ERYC) and 2 councillors from the Wolds Weighton Ward representing Wetwang. The planners have agreed to come back to us with a number of queries and we await their response.

RL went through the main points from the meeting:
· S106 was signed by East Yorkshire Power – are they going to come back and do the biomass or have Ashcourt bought it - need to confirm site ownership and legal matters 
· Is the development still in play after 2017?
· Removal of chalk is still related to the original biomass application
· Another issue raised is how does the current development fit with the proposed landfall of the biomass site.
· Is there a plan which sets out the level of the finished floor?
· Does the current development exceed the footprint – RL circulated drone images of the extent of the current extraction
· We were asked by the planners to gather evidence – if we see issues we need to get a photo, date time etc. As a parish we need to be thinking how to do that.
· The condition of the road is not a planning issue, the wheel wash has gone in and satisfies the planning condition, however that it doesn’t seem to be effective is a matter for the police/highways.
· Archaeology should have been one on a watching brief as part of initial extraction
· There should have been a new ecology survey as there has been a 10-year gap since the planning application was done and badger sets are close to the boundary. There may also be other new considerations.
· Working hours – 7am-5pm, sat 8am-4pm (tbc)
· The planners and enforcement officers took notes and there were a number of actions from the meeting for them to check

GB referred to an email sent from Simon Hornby, Ashcourts, dated 10 April 2024 regarding the establishment of a forum/working group with local parish councils as part of ongoing works and to comply with the permissions for the site. Two members from Fimber Parish Council are invited to attend. The same invitation is being made to Wetwang Parish Council.

A holding response has been sent by the clerk pending discussion of next steps at this extra ordinary meeting. Wetwang are taking the discussion to their AGM in May 2024.
It was noted that  a liaison forum should have been set up as part of the S106 agreement.

ACTIONS agreed:
RL – to liaise with Wetwang Parish Council to confirm Fimber have met today and discuss timescales and further communications.
RL – to arrange a meeting with Councillor Lee (Ward Council Driffield & Rural) for a discussion about the context regarding the Gameslack site and involvement with the forum/working group to be established by Ascourt.
Clerk to hold off further response to Ashcourt until after the above for the time being.
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	5.0424
	Urgent items agreed by the Chair
None
	

	6.0424
	Date of next meeting.
20 May 2024 (rearranged to 22 May 2024 post-meeting)
	

	
	GB closed the meeting at 8.05pm
	




