FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL – EXTRA -ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday 12 February 2024, 7pm
Fimber Village Hall
Present: 

Chair:
       
Cllr Graham Thompson (GT) (Vice Chair)

Cllr Mary Walker (MW). Cllr Ray Lambert (RL)
Cllr Steve Wright (SW), Cllr Ted Wood (TW)

In attendance:
Laura Waites (LW) (Clerk), 
Cllr Anthony Granville-Fall (Wetwang Parish Council - Chair)

Cllr Frank Wilson (Wetwang Parish Council)

Cllr Louis Clark (Wetwang Parish Council)
Apologies: 
Cllr Helen Fenwick (HF), Cllr Georgina Booth (GB) (Chair)
Minutes

. 

	Minute
	Details
	Action

	1.0224
	Welcome and Apologies

LW opened the meeting at 7.02pm. Apologies were reported from HF and GB. The meeting was chaired by GT.
GT welcomed councillors from Wetwang Parish Council (WPC) who were in attendance to discuss concerns around the quarrying activity at Gameslack Farm and consideration of a joint meeting of both parish councils in the near future to decide the appropriate way forward.
	

	2.0224
	Gameslack Farm – current planning / traffic concerns

(Relating to approved application DC/15/02132/STREM/STRAT/PP-04310923 (biomass facility, Gameslack Farm).

The context of the above planning application was discussed. Approximately 9 months ago work started on the development which had planning permission (approx 10 years ago) for the erection of a biomass plant. Fimber Parish Council alerted the planning authority that chalk quarrying and associated traffic was taking place and that some planning conditions had not been satisfied. Work was ceased whilst certain improvements were made and it resumed about 6 months ago. 
WPC and FPC agreed to continue to work together to monitor the situation including traffic from the site as extraction started.
In November 2023, FPC contacted ERYC planning enforcement regarding the condition of the road from the site (B1248) and the volume of traffic being directed left out of the site and travelling through Fimber village. ERYC planning enforcement investigated and found the site was meeting the planning condition relating to the wheel wash; they also confirmed there was no planning condition regarding the direction of traffic and the Parish Council should contract the police if the road was deemed to be in a dangerous condition.

In January 2024, FPC wrote to ERYC planning regarding scale of quarrying, traffic, noise, mess and outlined a number of conditions which were considered not to be met: a response from ERYC is awaited. 
The current situation is both Parish Councils have growing concerns regarding the increasing volumes of quarry traffic through Wetwang and Fimber villages and the local area. WPC confirmed the volume and timing of lorry traffic through Wetwang had been monitored. On one morning 9 lorries had been seen passing through at 6.10am. Traffic is passing every few minutes on some days. Traffic is also 6 days a week incl Saturdays. FPC noted many lorries are turning from the site to the roundabout and either doubling back towards Wetwang or travelling through Fimber village.

Lorries do not appear to be using the wheel wash given the mess on the road.

Some road sweeping is being done but it is insufficient. Sheeting on lorries is insufficient to prevent chalk spillages, especially at the roundabout.

The scale of the operation is a concern and the amount of extraction that could be done was queried. 
The future of the site and whether it would revert to the biomas plan after initial chalk extraction (as per approved application) or be used for more intensive quarrying for some time, was discussed.
It was agreed that:

· FPC is to follow up on a response to their recent correspondence to ERYC and contact their ward councillor to get him up to speed.

· WPC will be reporting back from this meeting to their committee prior to a full meeting of WPC and will formulate their own response. 
· Each Parish Council will be kept informed.

· A meeting with local Ward Councillors (ERYC) and FPC / WPC councillors is to be arranged.
Wetwang Parish Councillors left the meeting at this point.
	FPC

WPC

FPC/WPC

WPC



	3.0224
	Open Forum

No resident matters were raised.
	

	4.0224
	Confidentiality and Declaration of Interests

GB reminded the parish council of the need for confidentiality and to declare any interests, pecuniary or non-pecuniary. There were no confidential items or declarations of interests raised.
	

	5.0224
	Other urgent business

None raised
	

	6.0224
	Minutes of the last meeting

Councillors agreed that the minutes of the ordinary parish council meeting held 15th January 2024 be approved; proposed by MW and seconded by RL.

RATIFIED that the minutes of the 15th January 2024 meeting be approved.
	

	7.02.24
	Matters Arising
All actions / matters from the minutes were either to be covered on the agenda or were noted as being completed / in progress. 

LW has requested update from ERYC on traffic management proposals and is to chase up a response for the next meeting in February: Complete - email received confirming there will be a review of brown signs only, no other measures to be taken forward by ERYC. 

The community speed watch initiative was discussed and it was agreed that the clerk will make enquiries with EYC / police liaison about taking this forward. 

RL is to contact Safer Roads Humber to request an update on dates of speed monitoring activity and the data from it: Complete – Data received. RL has highlighted that we would like speed monitoring at more appropriate times. 

RL will update the draft letter based on councillor comments regarding Gameslack Farm traffic / planning matters to ERYC Planning and send the updated version to the clerk for distribution: Complete - LW has emailed the letter and a response is awaited.

Clerk to complete the precept paperwork sent by ERYC and return it before the deadline of 20th January. Complete - paperwork signed by chair and was submitted.
MW is to get prices for gritting proposal and to confirm approval by email. Complete.
MW is to arrange for a card and gift for Pat in recognition for her work on litter picking. Complete - Invoice for gift was approved at item 
	LW

	8.02.24
	Traffic

Covered above.
	

	9.02.24
	Streetscene.

LW reported that several highways related actions from the ERYC task force team Streetscene Walkabout in May 2023 were still outstanding. An update on highways related actions is to be provided by ERYC once available. 
The next streetscene walkabout will be in 2025.

MW noted that a pothole on Fridaythorpe Road near the sign had been reported to ERYC and dealt with.
The poor condition of Towthorpe Road was noted; potholes continue to be reported to ERYC on a regular basis and are filled, however they need frequent re-patching.
Flooding on the Fimber Road near the roundabout and at the dip in the B1248 near Ling Farm had been reported and the need for the clearance of roadside drainage grips generally in the area.
	

	10.0224
	Planning 
No other matters
	

	11.0224
	Finance
SW gave an update on the defibrillator checks. He is ensuring they are being done and logging the results online. Replacement batteries will be needed by October 2024; indicative costs were provided to inform the budget.

An invoice for £17.50 for a gift was approved for payment.

The Npower invoice for electricity was approved payment.
RATIFIED that the payment of the Npower invoice and an invoice for gifts be approved.
	

	12.0224
	Correspondence

Noted for information
	

	13.0224
	Urgent items agreed by the Chair

None
	

	14.0224
	Date of next meeting.

20 May 2024
	

	
	GB closed the meeting at 8.15pm
	


