
[bookmark: _Hlk190942313]FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL – ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday 26 February 2025, 7pm
Fimber Village Hall

Present: 
Chair:	       	Cllr Georgina Booth (GB) (Chair)
Cllr Ray Lambert (RL)
Cllr Graham Thompson (GT)
Cllr Mary Walker (MW)
Cllr Ted Wood (TW)
In attendance:	Laura Waites (LW) (Clerk) 
		Open Forum: Allan Douglas, Susan Douglas, Anne Johnson, Paul Johnson, 
Daniel Pollard
Apologies:	None 
MINUTES

	Minute
	Details
	Action

	1.0225
	Welcome and Apologies
The meeting was chaired by GB and opened at 7.00pm. 
	

	2.0225
	Open Forum
There were 5 parishioners in attendance for the Open Forum. The following matters were raised for discussion:
Broadband signal
Residents raised the issue with poor broadband signal strength / speed in the parish and the lack of any upgrade to cabling. It was noted that the BT Openreach exchange at Wetwang only provided slow options through the telephone network due to use of the old copper wiring and the distances from / to the exchange. This affects any service providers using the existing cabling as the maximum speed available is 2mbps which is often underachieved. Residents also noted EE coverage was patchy. It was noted surveyors from Quickline have been seen in the area and the company is looking to expand provision. GT and RL confirmed they used Quickline and had no issues with the broadband speeds provided.
ACTION:
The parish council agreed that Quickline / ERYC are to be contacted regarding plans for any broadband roll out to properties in the area.

Extension of hardstanding on the village green
A resident queried whether it was possible to extend the hardstanding on the green near their property. The parish council noted ERYC had no issue with previous works to extend the hardstanding and advised the resident to speak to neighbours to get their consent before commencing any work.
	














Clerk

	3.0225
	Confidentiality and Declaration of Interests
GB reminded the Parish Council of the need for confidentiality and to declare any interests, pecuniary or non-pecuniary. There were no confidential items or declarations of interests raised.
	

	4.0225
	Other urgent business
GB / Clerk gave a reminder of the 2 parish council vacancies to be filled by co-option which residents are invited to make an expression of interest in.
	

	5.0225
	Minutes of the last meeting
Councillors agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 2 December 2024 be approved; proposed by GB and seconded by RL.
AGREED that the minutes of the 2 December 2024 meeting be approved.
	

	6.0225
	Matters Arising
All actions / matters arising from the minutes were either covered on the agenda or progress was noted. The streetscene matters have been followed up by the clerk and photos sent as requested.
	

	7.0225
	Finance
MW gave an update on payments due, which were:
Clerks salary - £460
PAYE - £115
Npower – £43.60
Zurich Insurance - £257.15 – GT confirmed that the insurance company had been in touch following a review of cover. As a result of an amendment to the policy for public liability there was a refund of £61.60
Councillors voted to approve the payments
AGREED that the above payments be approved.

MW confirmed that the bank account balances as at 7/2/2025 were:
Community: £3119 less the above payments and insurance refund.
There is £429 ring fenced to winter maintenance
There is £649 in the business account for elections. 
The precept for 2025/26 of £1950 is to be paid by ERYC in April 2025.
	










	8.0225
	Planning Matters 
Gameslack community liaison forum update – RL reported that the liaison meeting was postponed and a new date is to be confirmed. Simon Hornby has left the role at Ashcourts and there will be a new contact. It was noted there are fewer problems with the road condition than in the previous extraction period, however the situation still needs to be kept under careful review. RL has requested for a third time to see topographical information relating to the extraction and agreed final levels/landform, which is still awaited. A request for a site visit has also been made. It was noted meetings have been amiable to date and Wetwang Parish Council representatives and Ward Councillors continue to be involved.
The current situation was discussed, and Councillors agreed the need to be more proactive regarding the liaison forum moving forward.
ACTION:
Advise RL or GB of any lorries coming through Fimber village.
Raise possibility of car wash payments at the next liaison meeting
Chase up a new date and propose agenda items on levels data (as noted above); site visit, community funding
Consider ideas for community funding projects

Planning consultations received – none received since the last meeting
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	9.0225
	Streetscene
The following streetscene matters were identified and are to be reported:
Drains in road need clearing as silting up
Cable / stay to the telegraph pole still loose.
Road sweeper not been down Church Hill
Sign for pond to be installed
	

Clerk

	10.0225
	Traffic
Speed indicator application – Allan Douglas reported that he had requested and received funding available for applications to the PPC for speed indicator signage. 
ACTION: 
Review whether the funding still available and the amount the parish council would need to put in
Add to list of potential community funded projects (relating to Gameslack).

Traffic noise and volumes - HGV traffic volumes through Fimber village were discussed and it was noted that some vehicles were having difficulty passing on the bend. It was also noted that some traffic is cutting across the new junction installed at Wetwang. Noisy traffic through Fimber village was also discussed, particularly one regular vehicle on early mornings. Potential traffic mitigation initiatives were discussed and RL updated on schemes that had previously been reviewed by the parish council. It was noted that a community speed watch scheme had been considered. However, the parish council was reluctant to take this forward due to a lack of police support. Speed camera vans are still in operation however it was noted they are not generally in place during the peak traffic time so their impact will be limited.
ACTION: Follow up ideas and support for a potential community speed watch scheme 
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	11.0225
	Correspondence
LW reported a number of newsletters and emails had been circulated to councillors for information prior to the meeting and the details were noted.
	

	12.0225
	Urgent items agreed by the Chair
Allan Douglas and Paul Johnson who were in attendance at the meeting expressed an interest in being co-opted to the parish council.
Councillors took a vote and unanimously agreed to their co-option.
AGREED that Allan Douglas and Paul Johnson be co-opted to the parish council
Clerk to circulate the necessary forms to confirm their appointment.
	




Clerk

	13.0225
	Date of next meeting.
The scheduled meeting on Monday 19 May 2025 (AMOP/APM) was changed.
The next meeting is to be held on Wednesday 21 May 2025 at 7pm. Ward Councillors are to be invited. A flyer is to be produced.
(Post meeting note – the meeting date was amended to 27th May 2025. 7pm)
	

	
	GB closed the meeting at 8.25pm.
	



