MINUTES OF THE FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 27th October 2009
PRESENT:  I. Smith (Chairman), G. Thompson, P. Leese, R. Lambert, M. Walker, 

J. Megginson, E. Lovatt (Clerk.

1]  APOLOGIES:  M. Patterson.

2]  RESIDENTS’ Q. & A. SESSION: No residents of the Parish were present.

3]  MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 28TH JULY 2009: These had previously been circulated to councillors, and displayed on the village notice-boards. They were accepted as a true and correct record. Proposed: M. Walker. Seconded: 

P. Leese

4]  MATTERS ARISING: 

a) Audit Commission: The clerk reported that the return for the year 2008-2009 was now complete, with the official notification displayed on the notice-boards. 

b) Neighbourhood Watch, Police and Traffic Matters: Cllr. Walker gave a resume of the P&CF meeting held on 7 September 2009 where the main topic was poaching. Cllr. Thompson told the meeting that he was now receiving text messages from the Farm Watch scheme co-ordinator.

c)  Red Cross Training: The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Cllr. Walker attended the training session on 10th October 2009. All found it beneficial. It was agreed to make a donation of £20 to the organisation.

d) Yorkshire Wolds Railway Restoration Project: The Chairman has had a formal letter from the YWRRP stating its intended aim of pursuing reclamation and reconstruction of a small part of the original line which could be used as a tourist attraction some time in the future. 

      Cllr. Walker will attend the next meeting of the project team to be held on

     12 November 2009 where rare photographs of the railway will be shown.
5]  PLANNING MATTERS: 

a)  Towthorpe Wold:         ERYC Planning has approved the application, subject to:

i) 3-year start-by date   ii) Sole occupancy by worker and family. iii) Temporary usage 

completely cleared by 31.10.2012 iv) Adequate vehicular parking and turning provision  (this may be retained despite iii) above. (ERYC letter dated 06.10.09).

b) Towthorpe Manor: ERYC Planning refused the application, stating:

i) The provisions of  Para.3, Annex A of Planning Policy Statement 7, were not shown to be likely to be satisfied.

ii) There is insufficient justification for any such occupation for the adequate management of the site.

  c) Installation of Wind Turbine at Corner House Farm.

This application has been approved subject to an archaeological survey being 
undertaken before installation.

6]  CORRESPONDENCE:

a) From the ERYC:  

i) Notification of  Parish Council Liaison meetings for November 2009 – dates and venues

ii) Flood Liaison Group: Notification of first meeting – it took place on 19th October. Contact points for this group advised. It was agreed to file this in case we are ever likely to need advice.

iii) A news-sheet / diary of significant dates for Council-sponsored events etc. 

iv) Notification re service Level Agreements for 2010-2011: despite the need for a rise in the cost of these for 2009-2010, charges have not been raised for the next year. The invoice for this year will be arriving shortly.

b) A letter from BT inviting us to “adopt our local red telephone box for only £1”. A response is needed by 2nd January 2010. A decision was deferred because of time-pressure on the agenda. Soundings will be made in the locality before the Parish Council makes a decision.       Action: Parish Clerk..

c) The next meeting of the Police and Partners Community Forum will be held in 

       Driffield  on Monday 30th November.   The Chairman and Councillor Walker will    

      attend. 

   7]   FINANCE:

             The yearly accounts are up-to-date (see 4a above). A cheque for £12.60 has been              

             paid out since the last meeting. Account balances as at 27.10.2009 are:  £743.81 

             (Community current) and £628.13 (Business Premium).  We have been informed that

             the latter account is to be converted by the bank to a new “Business Saver account” 

             as from 7th December 2009. As this type of account is very flexible, and has no 

             penalty clauses or other disadvantages for us, it was agreed to take no action to close 

             the Business Premium account. However, the current balance is the same as it was on 

             07.09.2009. It was, therefore, felt prudent if the treasurer or the clerk made inquiries 

             as to whether the Council’s money could acquire at least some interest; otherwise our 

             bank holdings may have to be changed. Also, no printed statements have been 

             received for quite some time, although the clerk now regularly receives bank 

             publicity and advertising at his address. It was agreed to defer the setting of the 

             Precept demand at this time. A meeting to discuss the issue will be held before the 

             end of 2009.
   8]  THE APPLICATION TO BUILD A BIOMASS–FUELLED ELECTRICITY-

       GENERATING PLANT ON THE SITE OF THE FORMERGAMESLACK FARM
            The Chairman and the Chairman of Wetwang Parish Council have visited the site of 

             a working straw burning plant at Ely in Cambridgeshire. Although the Ely plant is 

             significantly larger than that proposed for Gameslack, and is built on an industrial 

             site, this was a useful and informative visit.

             Emissions from the proposed plant is a major issue of concern and a 

             representative from the Environment Agency has agreed to provide further

             information about the role of the EA to the recently-formed Gameslack Consultation 
             Group. 
             A discussion then took place during which a number of concerns and unanswered 

             questions were identified. Councillor Leese reminded the meeting that the Planning 

             Application will be coming first of all to our Council Clerk. The Chairman has been 

             told that this could happen before Christmas. 

 9]   OTHER BUSINESS: 

a) The Chairman has received a letter from Councillor Patterson stating that she
             wishes to resign, owing to ill-health. This was acknowledged, and received by the 

             Council with regret. A vote of thanks was proposed by the Chairman,, seconded
              by Cllr. Leese. The  Clerk was asked to write to Cllr Patterson to accept her 

              resignation. The Clerk has been instructed to 
advertise the vacancy in
             accordance with established procedures. Action: Parish Clerk.   

b) The clerk attended a day meeting, sponsored by the Humber and Wolds Rural Community Council,  with the title “Community Led Plans DVD Launch”. All Councils are required to draw up a Plan, covering such matters as emergency procedures, record-keeping, community development, tracing the history, and other topics as relevant to the specific neighbourhood. The DVD was played in its draft form.  A copy of the final disk will be issued to all Councils in due course, and meanwhile a small group should be set up to begin collating material. It was recognised that some Plans have already been completed, and that others are yet to be started. The 2 Communities Officers are willing to come and give a presentation tailored to the community’s size and needs. 

c) Wolds Heritage Trail: The grant application to Leader + for £147,100 has been refused. Further discussions are planned for November to determine the way forward. 
d) Cllr. Megginson reported that hedge overgrowth on the south side of the Sledmere road adjacent to the Fimber roundabout is obscuring traffic vision. Landowner to be advised via Dave England
e) Road flooding, and potholes at the N. Yorks. County boundary needs to be 

 advised once again to Dave England. Clerk to contact Dave England.
f) Last mail collection now at 4 p.m. at the pond box.  Hand – written change not 

visible in the dark!

         Date of next meeting:  Wed. 27 Jan. 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall.

         Refreshments: R. Lambert

