DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING OF FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL

FIMBER VILLAGE HALL

7:15PM – WEDNESDAY 16th NOVEMBER 2011

Present:
  Graham Thompson (Chair), Jayne Austin, Ray Lambert, Peter Leese, John Megginson, Mary Walker.  Apologies from Ian Smith.  No residents present.

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 17 August 2011 proposed RL/seconded JA – approved. Minutes of Gameslack Sub Committee meeting 5th October 2011 – noted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES

Finance and Accounts - query as to whether parish had overpaid Audit Commission bill– IS confirmed that amount of £60 is correct.
Speed Monitoring and Traffic Control – 4 speed checks carried out over the period 10-24th October 2011- two morning and two evening sessions. First recording indicated 26% of traffic over 35mph: over 50% drop in speeding on second day in the morning and 26% drop between evening readings. Subsequently, Police have made several independent checks on speeds through village.  Agreed that we would seek further exercise in Spring 2012 and suggest to Police that flashing signs be considered as a permanent deterrent to speeding – Police to be thanked for their excellent response to our concerns – RL to follow-up.

Neighbourhood Watch – MW reported disappointing turnout for Police and Community Liaison meeting that she had attended recently on behalf of Parish Council.  She also reminded of ‘parcels scam’ where residents are asked to call a number to retrieve fictitious parcel.
Flooding at County boundary – County Highways Dept had still not rectified the flooding problem.  PL also drew attention to lack of visibility of road markings in the area in times of inclement weather.  PL to contact Highways to press for action to be taken. 

Government Consultation on Planning for Travellers – IS reported that consultation still in draft stage 

Village Tidy-up – GT had cut down the yew trees on Village Green.  GT and RL are to carry out site visit with view to tidying up bankings on the Green.

Telephone Box Painting – GT reported that BT had informed that painting is carried out every ten years and that cycle had finished for 2011.  GT had put in verbal request for box to be painted in 2011.

Village Pond Cleaning – this is in hand for December or early in 2012.  RL and GT to action.

PLANNING MATTERS 

Towthorpe Manor - wind turbines – At a meeting of Parish Council on 2nd November 2011 the decision was taken after lengthy discussion to recommend approval of the revised scheme to erect a single turbine.  This was based on the observation that the structure would form an integral part of the existing and extensive farming infrastructure at the site.  However, councillors are mindful of the impact of larger turbines in the landscape and asked that the feasibility of screening site from adjacent residential properties be explored; also that a precedent for further such developments should not be assumed.

Gameslack Biomass Plant – PL explained that a group had been formed comprising councillors from Fimber and Wetwang to monitor developments at the site.  Following evidence of removal of material from site, PL wrote to County Planning Officer who re-assured that no illegal/premature activity was taking place at the site.  No application for detailed planning received as yet.

Local Development Framework – JA and MW attended a meeting at Wetwang on 15th November to explain the consultation process that is to take place.  The Framework sets out planning policies and proposals on a range of issues, from where new houses, jobs and shops will go, to how we should protect our countryside from inappropriate development.  It will guide planning applications for next 17 years.  Fimber Parish unlikely to be greatly affected beyond current planning procedures and therefore not proposing to make a response.   

CORRESPONDENCE

Parish Precept 2012/13 – please see email from Graham re VAT refund.

Driffield School Twilight Bus – The Parish has made a donation to the funding of this service for many of the 8 years of its existence.  However, it was felt that in the current economic climate we could not continue to do this.  Hence request reluctantly declined.

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Beacons  - Council declined to apply for one of the 2012 beacons to be lit in honour of the Diamond Jubilee celebration.  However, it was agreed that we should organise a village event to mark the occasion.  MW and JA to report back with ideas.

PAYMENTS – Street lighting bill for £285.84 approved for payment – proposed MW/seconded RL

ANY OTHER BUSINESS - none

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday 15th February 2012 at 7.15pm.

