Fimber Parish Council Meeting

Fimber Village Hall

 7.30pm Wednesday 14th August 2013

Minutes

Present:   

Graham Thompson (Chair), Jayne Austin, Peter Leese,  Ian Smith, 

Mary Walker

In attendance: 

Laura Waites (Clerk), Cllr Felicity Temple (Driffield & Rural), Cllr Symon Fraser (Driffield & Rural), Philip Robson (Wolds Heritage Rail Project), Karl Richmond (Wolds Heritage Rail Project)

Apologies:

Ray Lambert, John Megginson  

	Agenda Item
	Minutes
	Action By / Date



	1. Residents' Q/A
	There were no residents in attendance.
	

	2. Minutes of last meeting
	 The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th May 2013 were agreed as a true record.

IS - motion passed, JA – seconded.


	

	3. Matters arising from the minutes
	GT welcomed representatives from the Wolds Heritage Rial project and Driffield & Rural Councillors to the meeting. 

a) Wolds Heritage Railway Restoration Project 

PR and KR gave an update on progress with the project and responded to questions from the Parish Council. Work on site started in October 2012. Planning permission is secured for a visitor centre/museum which will be situated in a restored rail coach, and for one mile of track up to the green lane towards Wetwang. Photographs and plans were circulated. The project is established as a not for profit company, limited by guarantee, with charitable status. Membership is growing and work is undertaken by volunteers of all ages. Residents and interested parties are welcome to join or come and have a look. 

£40k of Leader funding has been secured and is to be matched by contributions and other funding. A 2014 calendar has been produced to raise funds and a copy will be available in the village hall.  Care is being taken to preserve trees and hedgerows on the site. A quantity of soil from initial works is in process of being removed. The external bank will be landscaped as part of planning conditions and Sledmere (landowners) have agreed to plant landscaping along the inside boundary of the site. Original planning was for a footpath to run along the side of the road. This is being done within the site for safety reasons and a gate will be installed. ERYC have been asked to install a gate opposite, next to the picnic site. The visitor centre is to be opened by Easter 2014, together with a small section of track and working locomotive, which will be available for rides for a small charge to raise further funds. Once the centre is opened there will be a drive to get the further £500k funding needed to complete the mile long track. In future it may be possible to develop the route further, as far as Garton, but this will depend on planning and funding. See the website for more details www.yorkshirewoldsrailway.org.uk. 

GT thanked PR and KR for their update and congratulated them for their work in getting the project this far. It was agreed that the project will be a good opportunity for the area and help to keep its history alive.  

Cllr SF advised that the Parish Council could support any future funding bids and applications by producing a supportive letter as required.

b) Visit by Driffield and Rural Councillors.

GT acknowledged the lack of communication which had arisen as a result of the Biomass situation and the need to work together moving forward. GT also asked that the views of parishioners and their frustration at the lack of support be noted. 

There was a discussion about a number of points raised by GT as areas of concern in the parish requiring ERC support, which were:

Winter maintenance

Last winter the salt bins were not re-stocked and there were instances of traffic getting stuck in snow on the Towthorpe hill. GT had raised this with ERYC and although was told it was on plan to be done, there was no progress. 

Cllrs advised that the parish could apply to ERYC for funds for salt. GT stated that this had already been done and there is salt available for use in the village but there is still an issue with Towthorpe hill.   

Roadside grips 

GT had raised with ERYC highways and was assured that these were on list of maintenance to be done, however again there has been no progress.

Cllrs advised that GT contact ERYC again to request the maintenance work to be progressed. 

Speeding

GT outlined the recent campaign and the need to get flashing reactor signs in Fimber village like  those already in place in surrounding villages such as Sledmere and Garton. There was a discussion about the metrics required to evidence that there was a speeding issue in the village. 

Cllrs advised that options included the Parish Council part funding the signage and carrying out additional survey to measure traffic volume as well as speed.

Grass cutting

The grass verges in the parish were not being cut back enough and this was causing visibility problems on some routes in the area.   

Potholes

The road leading to the Towthorpe is council maintained but is in a poor state of repair and the measures being used to remedy potholes are short term e.g. use of tarmac infill. Whilst it was acknowledged that heavy farm machinery regularly uses the road, it was highlighted that if the road repairs were more extensive then there would be less need for regular short term maintenance.

Biomass Plant

There was a discussion about the planning application for the biomass plant at Gameslack and the need for developers to meet a number of conditions. 

A potential application to Natural England for the Wolds to be designated as an area of outstanding natural beauty (AONB) was also discussed. An expression of interest has been submitted to Natural England for the Yorkshire Wolds and the next steps depend on the initial response received and arrangements for managing and funding the area in future.

Investment in the parish

There was a discussion about the Council's investment policy in the parish; because it was a small community it seemed to get overlooked and it was difficult to run a parish on the precept received.

Cllrs acknowledged that the Council is having to make savings and it is getting harder to prioritise but the Council is trying to find different ways of doing things so that front line services can be protected. 

GT thanked the Cllrs for attending the meeting. 

The Cllrs left the meeting at this point and are are happy to attend any future meetings, the parish clerk just needs to send an invitation.

c) Audit

MW confirmed that the audit return had been completed.

d) Neighbourhood watch/Police and Partners Community Forum

LW had contacted ERYC Community Partnership Team to find out about any local partnerships and forums that the Parish Council could link into and was waiting for details. MW proposed contacting Driffield Police directly to find out whether they had any community forums or information for partners.

Action:  Provide an update at the next meeting.

e) Streetscene Walkabout 

There was a discussion about the next streetscene walkabout. It was agreed that it would take place mid September. Parish Council to attend and any interested residents.

Action: Make arrangements for the walkabout. 

f) Mortimer Exhibition

PL referred to the update sent out in advance of the meeting. Display boards depicting the life and work of John Mortimer have been designed and once printed will be installed at the back of St Mary's Church, Fimber. An opening event for the exhibition will be held at the church in early October. PL asked that the Parish Council note the help and support of Stephen Harrison and Jenny Lambet in arranging the exhibition.

In addition, a short 3 mile walk has been organised to enable visitors to view some of the key archeological sites recorded by Mortimer in Fimber parish. It forms part of the Wolds Festival of Walking and will be held on 21st September starting at 10.30am. Residents and interested parties are welcome to take part. 

GT congratulated PL on the project.

g) Speeding Update

Covered in item 3b above.
	LW 

13 Nov 2013

LW

Mid Sept 2013



	4. Planning Matters
	Gameslack Bio-mass Power Plant

Covered in item 3b above

No other matters raised
	

	5. Correspondence
	a) Tree Felling

GT provided an update. RL had contacted ERYC about the ash tree on the verge outside his property. The tree is rotten and is to be felled. 

Action: Place a notice on the notice board.

b) Yorkshire Ambulance Service

LW provided an update. The parish is being asked whether there were any suitable sites for a defibrilator. It was agreed that this was more suitable for a larger village. There was one in place already in Wetwang.

c) Yorkshire Air Ambulance Clothing Bank

LW provided an update. The parish is being asked whether there were any suitable sites for a clothing bank. It was agreed that this was more suitable for a larger village. 

d) Forward Planning ERYC Consultation

LW provided an update. There is consultation on the updated local plan. There are no major changes affecting the parish. 

Noted.

Action: Advise where Parish Council can reference a copy of the plan if required

f) Rain Gauges

LW provided an update. The parish is being asked whether there were any suitable sites. It was agreed that this was not an issue in the area so none required.

g) Funding workshops and local grant funds

LW is attending one of the forthcoming workshops and will provide an update at the next meeting. Noted.

Action: Provide update at next meeting
	LW

LW

LW

13 Nov 2013

	6. Payments
	Payment to Clerk to be made at the next meeting

No other matters were raised


	

	7. Any Other Business
	 Parish Website

LW to contact IS about any information for the website 
	LW

	8. Date of Next Meeting
	  13th November 2013, 7.30pm
	


