MEETING OF FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL

FIMBER VILLAGE HALL

7.30PM – WEDNESDAY  19th FBRUARY 2014
MINUTES

Present: 

Graham Thompson (Chair), Mary Walker, Peter Leese, Ian Smith, John Megginson, Ray Lambert 

In attendance: 

Laura Waites (Clerk)

	Item
	Details
	Action

	001/02/14
	Apologies
Jayne Austin. 
	

	002/02/14
	Residents’ Q&A Session 

No residents attended.
	

	003/02/14
	Declaration of Interests

Parish Councillors were reminded of the need to declare any interests, pecuniary or non-pecuniary. None declared.
	

	004/02/14
	Other urgent business

Agreed that items be covered under correspondence.
	

	005/02/14
	Minutes of the Parish Council held on 11th December 2013 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th December 2013 were agreed as a true record. 
Proposed IS, seconded MW. 
	

	006/02/14
	Matters arising from the minutes
a) Precept. LW gave update on the precept. East Riding of Yorkshire Council (ERYC) has received the precept demand for 2014/15 of £1,449.95 for Fimber Parish Council. Whilst the precept demand remains the same as last year, ERYC advised that the billing amount will rise due to changes to the tax base and because the parish council will not receive any council tax support grant in 2014/15. For example, the band D billing amount will increase by £2.46 compared to 2013/14.  

b) Road markings. PL reported that ERYC highways had been contacted regarding repairs to the road markings on the B1248 in view of recent accidents. The response was that due to budget constraints it was not currently possible to do any repairs. It was agreed that LW write to ERYC highways to highlight the poor state of  the road markings and request for this to be addressed. 
c) Streetscene Walkabout. LW reported that ERYC had been contacted  about a date for the next streetscene walkabout in Fimber Parish and had confirmed that the parish was on the  schedule to be visited this year. The date is to be confirmed. There was a discussion regarding the type of issues that needed to be covered during the visit. These were: poor state of several trees in the area due to wind damage; localised flooding near the pond; continued cleaning of roadside drainage; tarmacing of layby near picnic centre, potholes and particularly the state of Towthorpe Road.  It was agreed that the latter be raised in a separate letter to ERYC regarding the need for major renovation as minor repairs were not effective. 
	LW

LW

	007/02/14
	Precept

Covered in item 6. 
	

	008/02/14
	Planning Matters

There were no new planning matters to consider for the parish. 

It was agreed that RL arrange for an update on the biomass plant to be given at the next meeting.
	RL

	009/02/14
	Correspondence

The Parish Council dealt with a number of items of correspondence that had been received, as follows:
a) Streetlight SLA - LW had contacted ERYC for details regarding the type of SLAs available and had received details of the two levels of service available. The email is to be forwarded to Parish Councillors. Fimber Parish is currently on a level 2 agreement. ERYC had highlighted the need to inspect the streetlights and the costs. These are not included in the level 2 agreement but are included in a level 1 agreement. There was a discussion about the cost involved and the number of streetlights in the parish. It was agreed that Parish Councillors do an inspection of the streetlights and discuss the findings at the  next meeting. 
b) Energy efficiency event - Flyers are to be put up in the village hall to promote the energy efficiency event which is being held on 6th March.

c) Streetname bank – ERYC have asked that parish and town councils review the streetnames held in the name bank and submit any changes as soon as possible. Comments to be forwarded to LW for response to ERYC. 
d) Course on grant funding – it was agreed that LW attend and report back on the training at the next meeting. 
e) Fimber Picnic Site play area - ERYC have advised that due to the condition of the play area equipment at Fimber Picnic Site it needs to be removed and have asked the Parish Council for views on what it should be replaced with. It was agreed that as this was an ERYC run facility and that ERYC should determine provision.
f) Community Plan – A final draft had been received. It was agreed that all Parish Councillors are to review it and feedback any comments to LW so a response can be sent to ERYC. The plan to be available for residents to view in the village hall. 
g) Winter maintenance publicity material – it was agreed that copies be made available in the village hall.
h) York CC mineral plan – LW to contact YCC to ask that the parish be taken off the circulation list.
i) Other communication – The volume of communication received was discussed and it was agreed  that LW filter all communication as appropriate
j) Chairman's awards – It was agreed that there were no nominations.
k) Request to publish on Parish website – LW to forward the request from the RSPB to publish an article to Parish Councillors for  comments .
	ALL

ALL

LW

ALL

LW

LW

LW



	010/02/14
	Payments
MW reported that the insurance payment of £243.80 had been made. 
It was agreed that the annual payment for the clerk’s wages be made in March. The payment of £400, and £100 tax was agreed. Proposed by RL, seconded by IS. 
	MW/LW


	011/02/14
	Other Business
a) Mortimer update - PL gave an update and referred to press releases and other promotion being done to establish a Mortimer Heritage Trail using existing permissive footpaths and to encourage people to do the walk. Good feedback has been received about the exhibition in the church. GT  noted the update and thanked PL and colleagues involved for their efforts  with the project.

b) Speeding – RL gave an updated. It was noted that a second accident in 20 years had occurred in the same place. It was agreed that RL contact ERYC regarding the position with signage and whether the parish was on the waiting list given the recent survey and in view of the accident. 
	RL

	012/02/14
	Date of next meeting 

Date of next meeting – 21 May 2014, 7.30pm – note now changed to 7, 14 or 28th May 2014 tbc
Tea/coffee rota – RL to do next meeting
	


