MEETING OF FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL

FIMBER VILLAGE HALL
7.30PM – WEDNESDAY 4th MARCH 2015
MINUTES

Present: 

Graham Thompson (Chair), Jayne Austin, Peter Leese, John Megginson, Mary Walker, Ian Smith
In attendance: 

Laura Waites (Clerk)
	Item
	Details
	Action

	001/03/15
	Open Forum

No residents attended the Open Forum. There was a discussion about ways to increase attendance. It was noted that agendas were now carrying an introductory paragraph regarding the open forums and meeting arrangements. It was agreed that agendas will be posted on the noticeboard and website at least 2 weeks before a meeting and a list of meeting dates will be published as soon as agreed. 
	LW/PL/

IS

	002/03/15
	Apologies

Apologies were received from Ray Lambert; consented.
	

	003/03/15
	Confidentiality and Declaration of Interests

Parish Councillors were reminded of the need to declare any interests, pecuniary or non-pecuniary. None declared. 
	

	004/03/15
	Other urgent business

There were no other items raised.
	

	005/03/15
	Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th December 2014 were agreed as a true record. Proposed PL, seconded MW. All agreed.
	

	006/03/15
	Matters arising

The following matters arising from the minutes were discussed:

a. Information – in addition to the action agreed in item 2, it was agreed that there would be more use made of the noticeboards and website and a flyer is to be distributed to residents with a reminder about parish council meetings and the website. GT to agree with each member which areas they will distribute the flyer to.

b. Street scene walkabout - LW reported that two issues were being followed up with ERYC these included the date for capital works to Towthorpe Road and the drainage/flooding concerns in roads around the pond area.GT is to write to ERYC regarding Towthorpe Road with photographs and to express concern that the matter has been outstanding for so long; it was initially raised with ward councillors over 3 years ago.. LW was asked to progress a number of other issues, including drainage/flooding in dip in road between Fimber and Fridaythorpe; litter on verges especially near Fimber roundabout area and a flytipping issue with heaps of newspapers on the B1251. LW is also to explore getting litter picking equipment and use of community payback scheme.

c. Streetlights – LW to report at next meeting on review of costings of streetlight electrical checks, legal requirements and switching of SLA. GT to forward a copy of the results of the inspection done by GT/RL to LW for the file.

d. Village pond – GT gave a reminder that it had been agreed at the last meeting that pond clearance activity would continue to be carried out on a small scale regular basis as this would cause least disturbance to any wildlife in the pond. Councillors thanked GT/RL for their work on this.

e. Mortimer update – PL reported that June 15th is Mortimer’s birthday and asked for views on whether the event could be marked  in some way.  There was a discussion about arranging a village picnic event on 28th June and it was agreed that PL/MW/JA/GT form a small working party to organise the event.

f. Speeding – Councillors have noticed an increased police presence in the area to monitor speeding. LW reporting that she is looking into the possibility of the Parish Council making arrangements to install a flashing speeding sign including grant funding and whether this can be done under highways regulations. It was agreed that the matter also be raised with ward councillors again. LW is to invite ward councillors to the next meeting to consider this and other outstanding issues.

g. Telephone box – PL reported that the door has been repaired. Noted, no further action.

h. Bus shelter – LW reported this is another area being reviewed for potential grant funding. It was agreed that it be raised with ward councillors when they attend the next meeting.

i. Salt bin – LW reported that a replacement has been requested.

j. Notice board – LW reported that grant funding for this is being reviewed with potential to install similar boards to those along the Race which would have dual function of parish news and tourism marketing. LW is exploring potential of a grant application covering installation of the boards and will report on progress at the next meeting. 
	GT
LW
GT
LW

LW
PL/MW/JA/GT
LW
LW

LW



	007/03/15
	Budget and payments

MW gave an update on the budget position. The balance is healthy and a VAT return has been completed and resulted in a refund of £125 being received. The audit is due to be carried out in May/June 2015.

The clerk’s salary payment is to be made at year end, GT proposed and IS seconded that the payment be made; all agreed. LW is to liaise with MW regarding payment details and the payroll/PAYE returns to HMRC.
	LW

	008/03/15
	Planning matters.

LW reported there were no new a planning applications for consideration in the parish.

There was no update on progress with the biomass planning matter.

PL raised the planning application proposed for a windfarm at Tibthorpe. It was agreed that there is consensus that the community was against proposals of this nature. A letter of support is to be sent to Tibthorpe Parish Council regarding their objections to the proposed application.
	LW



	009/03/15
	Tour de Yorkshire

PL asked councillors to note that the cycle event was starting to be widely promoted. The day two stage is due to pass through the area on 2nd May 2015 at 1.20 - 1.30pm. PL asked if the parish council wanted to arrange a response to the event. Given the largely rural nature of the area it was agreed that no specific arrangements would be made by the parish council; businesses and residents can contact the event organisers regarding any arrangements they may wish to make.
	

	010/03/15
	Elections

LW reported that an email from ERYC had been forwarded to all councillors which included the parish council election pack containing forms to be completed by candidates and submitted to County Hall Beverley by 10 April 2015. LW is to arrange for printed copies of the forms to be made available and all are to forward completed forms to LW for submission. The elections will be promoted in the flyer.
	LW

	011/03/15
	Correspondence

The PC noted a number of items of correspondence that had been received, including:

· Notice of agreed precept of £1500 from ERYC to be paid at the end of April 2015. It was agreed that the draft budget for 2015/16 reflect this amount.

· Reminder to review the code of conduct from ERYC – it was agreed that the code of conduct would be reviewed along with other procedural items at the first meeting of the parish council after the elections.

· Elections Information – covered above

· Litter picking – covered above

· Invite to First world War event North Ferriby – no action required.  
	MW

LW

	012/03/15
	Other Business

PL asked for an update on the Fimber picnic site play area. GT agreed to the item as it should have been covered under the Street scene walkabout update above. GT reported that council representatives had met with JH and a number of parish councillors at the picnic site. There had been concern expressed about the lack of the play area facility now that equipment had been taken away. ERYC reported that this had been due to health and safety concerns with the equipment. The council are not planning to install a replacement but are exploring the possibility of limited equipment and have agreed to hold some events for  children during school holidays at the site. Events are planned during the Easter break.

GT asked councillors to note that the parish council’s concerns are on record including the issue of lack of site maintenance.
	

	013/03/15
	Date of next meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on 3rd June at 7.30pm. This will be the AGM.

IS to do refreshments
	

	014/03/15
	The meeting closed at 9.15pm
	


