FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL – ORDINARY MEETING

Wednesday 11th November 2015 at 7.30pm
Fimber Village Hall

Present: 
Graham Thompson (Chair), Jayne Austin (VC), Peter Leese, Mary Walker, Ian Smith,  John Megginson

In attendance: 
Laura Waites (Clerk);  Jenny Horsley

Apologies:  Ray Lambert
Minutes

	Minute
	Details
	Action

	1511.1
	 Welcome and Introductions
GT opened the meeting and welcomed all attendees. GT introduced Jenny H who was attending the meeting 
	

	1511.2
	Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Ray Lambert; consented
	

	1511.3
	Residents Q/A
LW raised an email received from Richard C, Towthorpe regarding traffic concerns in the area and the entrance to Towthorpe Lane. LW had advised that the parish council was aware of speeding issues in the Fimber area and was working with the PCSO on measures; there had been increased speed monitoring by the police. LW is to follow up the request for maintenance of Towthorpe lane with ERYC to see if the works could be prioritised.
Jenny H  attended the meeting for the residents Q/A and discussion regarding the Fimber Tourism Hub.
	




LW

	1511.4
	Confidentiality and Declaration of Interests
GT gave a reminder to the Parish Council of the need for confidentiality and to declare any interests, pecuniary or non-pecuniary; none declared. LW asked that all councillors complete the business register form which is to be sent to ERYC for publication. 
	


ALL


	1511.5
	Other urgent business
There were no notifications of urgent other business to be agreed by the Chair
	

	1511.6
	Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the last meeting held in in August 2015 were agreed as a true record, IS proposed and MWS seconded; all agreed.
	

	1511.7
	Matters Arising from the minutes
a) Information and noticeboard – It was agreed that the agenda for parish council meetings be published on the website and noticeboard at least 2 weeks prior to the meeting. LW proposed that a schedule of meeting dates for the year be agreed and published. 
b) Street scene – LW reported previous matters raised had been reported / resolved. An issue with the footpath on the man road was raised; there is an uneven surface where the footpath narrows and slopes down to the main road and this is a health & safety issue. LW to raise with ERYC. The condition of the postbox was raised. LW to request that it is painted.
c) Streetlights – LW reported on the SLA for streetlights and the email received regarding the need to do electrical testing. ERYC had advised that the current SLA level was sufficient as there were no immediate issues with the structural condition of the streetlights. This should be reviewed in next 5-10 years in line with streetlight condition surveys and the SLA could be upgraded when appropriate. ERYC had advised that it would charge £88 to carry out electrical testing and that the testing was a statutory requirement of the parish council. The adoption of the streetlights was raised and is to be discussed with ward councillors when they attend the annual parish meeting. IS proposed and GT seconded that the SLA streetlight payment of £291 be approved together with the electrical testing of £88; LW to forward the SLA invoice to MW for payment and raise the request for the electrical checks with ERYC. 
d) Bus shelter – LW referred to an email from ERYC regarding the bus stop and shelter. There are no resources currently to provide a shelter. More information needs to be sent to ERYC regarding the concern with the bus stop location so that any change can be reviewed. Cllrs advised that the main pick up point is on a main road near a corner. Ideally the stop should be near the village hall entrance which can be used a shelter and away from the corner. LW is to express the parish council’s disappointment regarding the shelter and to forward more details regarding the siting of the bus stop. 
e) Fimber picnic site and play area – There was a detailed discussion regarding the Fimber tourism hub proposal outlined in the letter drafted by PL for consideration by the parish council. JH outlined the work done to date with ERYC on the play area and events programme at the picnic site; LW outlined potential grant funding which could be used. It was agreed that LW revise the letter to acknowledge the work being done by JH with the council and potential funding and send it to GT for final approval.
f) Pruning of trees at village hall – The parish council expressed their thanks to GT for doing the pruning of the trees around the village hall.
	


LW



LW













LW







LW







LW




	1511.7
	Speed Monitoring 
RL will give a detailed update at the next meeting. Cllrs discussed the presence of the police in the area with speed monitoring and the work being done in the village with the PCSO. LW gave an update on a potential pilot scheme that ERYC may be running to share a mobile speed sign with other villages for a month at a time. LW is to register the parish council’s interest in the scheme.
	RL




LW

	1511.8
	Code of conduct
LW advised that the draft code of conduct for the Parish Council is based on the standards board for England code of conduct. The document is now due for review as the standards board website is no longer up to date. LW is to circulate the ERYC model code of conduct to all for consideration.
	

LW

	1511.9
	Transparency
LW gave a report on the on new transparency regulations and parish council requirements. 
a. Parish council minutes agenda and papers of formal meetings – these are available on the noticeboard and website and it was agreed that parish council minutes are to be published within 2 weeks of meetings.
b. List of councillor responsibilities - on website. 
c. Financial details - already submitted as part of the annual audit and can be published including end of year accounts, annual governance statement, internal audit report. 
d. Expenditure over £100 - MW is to produce a list of all items of expenditure over £100; LW to do pro formas for this
e. List of council assets – LW to draft pro forma for completion.
	









MW

LW

	1511.10
	Transport
LW gave a report on the total transport consultation and event which ERYC is undertaking with parish councils. A transport champion is being identified in each parish to work with the LA on carrying out a survey of local transport needs. This will be use to inform future development of community / public transport (not incl trains). A parish toolkit has been made available which LW referred to. LW will work with neighbouring parishes – Fridaythorpe and Wetwang on this. A copy of a draft model survey is to be passed to GT for consideration. The LA will provide design and printing of surveys for the parish council to distribute.
	


LW

	1511.11
	Budget
An update on the budget for 2015/16 was given by MW. The community account has a balance of £2180.35 and there is £629.88 in the Business Account. Payments to date amount to £382.70 for npower and hall hire.

Payments to be made amount to £1123.43 and include:
· ERYC street lighting £291,55
· Electrical checks £88
· Insurance £243.88
· Clerks wages £500 incl PAYE tax of £100

The parish council approved the above payments; proposed by JA and seconded by PL.
There will be a balance of £674.22 once the above payments have been made.

The precept for 2016/17 was discussed and it was proposed by GT and seconded by IS that the precept be increased by £50 to £1550 to cover additional costs such as street lighting. All agreed.
	

	1511.12
	Planning Matters
LW reported that there were no new planning applications for consideration. An online public access system is now in place for planning consultation and the implications for parish council were discussed including the use of a projector and screen at future meetings to view applications online.

The status of the biomass application was discussed; this is still at outline stage. RL is to be asked to get in touch with Wetwang for an update on the position and to report back to the parish council.
	





RL

	1511.13
	Correspondence
LW reported on a number of items of correspondence that had been received:
1. ERYC is asking for ideas on any matters which could be considered by the overview & scrutiny committees; all to submit ideas for LW to collate and send in.
2. Details regarding the removal of recycling banks from certain village sites was discussed. This includes the removal of recycling bins at Wetwang. LW to check if this includes textiles.
3. Library consultation is underway and there was a discussion about the wish to retain the mobile library service in Fimber. Councillors were reminded to complete the survey and to urge others in the parish to do so also. A parish council response is to be submitted by LW.
	


ALL




LW


ALL


	1511.14
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Urgent items agreed by the Chair
Items for the next agenda include discussion regarding summer events.
	

	1511.15
	Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held on 10th February 2016 at 7.30pm
RL to do refreshments

LW proposed the following schedule of dates for next year including the annual parish meeting and annual parish meeting and annual (business) meeting of the parish council.


· Annual Parish Meeting for residents       2nd March 2016, 7.30pm
· Annual Meeting of the Parish Council    11th May 2016, 7.30pm
· Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 10th August 2016, 7.30pm, 
                                                                      9th November 2016, 7.30pm

	
RL



Laura Waites, Clerk to Fimber Parish Council, e-mail fimberparishclerk@gmail.com
Tel 07794594111
