


[bookmark: _GoBack]FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL – ORDINARY MEETING

Wednesday 10th February 2016 at 7.30pm
Fimber Village Hall

Present: 
Graham Thompson (Chair), Jayne Austin (VC), Peter Leese, Mary Walker, John Megginson, 
Ray Lambert

In attendance: 
Laura Waites (Clerk); ERYC Ward Councillor Symon Fraser (SF)

Apologies:  Ian Smith
Minutes

	Minute
	Details
	Action

	16021.1
	 Welcome and Introductions
GT opened the meeting and welcomed Ward Councillor Symon Fraser to the meeting. 
	

	1602.2
	Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Ian Smith; consented
	

	1602.3
	Residents Q/A
There were no residents in attendance and no questions submitted by residents in advance of the meeting. 
	

	1602.4
	Confidentiality and Declaration of Interests
GT gave a reminder to the Parish Council of the need for confidentiality and to declare any interests, pecuniary or non-pecuniary; none declared. 
	

	1602.5
	Other urgent business
There were no notifications of urgent other business to be agreed by the Chair
	

	1602.6
	Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the last meeting held in in November 2015 and of the Extra Ordinary Meeting held in January 2016 were agreed as a true record, PL proposed and MW seconded; all agreed.
	

	1602.7
	Matters Arising
Streetscene – LW reported that footpath issue had been resolved by the council. JH had reported it and received a quick response.
LW is to contact the parish liaison team to get a date for the next walkabout. 
Street lighting – The electrical testing is to be done by ERYC. MW confirmed that the SLA payment has been made. 
Q. GT asked SF why some parishes were responsible for street lighting and others had their lighting covered by ERYC responsibility. This was a burden on such a small parish with the cost of street lighting taking up a large percentage of the available budget. Also, as Fimber is responsible for lighting, the parish had been unable to take advantage of the recent refurbishment scheme.
A. SF advised that some parishes and towns had arranged their own additional street lighting which was not subsequently adopted by ERYC; there may be other historical reasons as well and is likely the case for Fimber parish. SF advised it may be possible to claim a grant to changeover to LED lights and this could reduce the cost of electricity.
Bus shelter - there was nothing further to report.
Speeding – RL reported that he had been in contact with the PCO (Faye) and will be seeing her tomorrow to cover any concerns that can be passed on to her for further action. 
It was noted that there has been a police presence recently on Malton Road. 
RL advised that there is a lack of PCO / police resource currently to do hand held speed monitoring.  
GT advised SF that speeding is an ongoing issue for the parish. The prospect of a shared mobile flashing sign scheme run by ERYC was discussed and the need to confirm if the scheme is to go ahead as the parish is keen to use it. 
RL raised the issue of hare coursing on Christmas Eve.
Play area and Fimber picnic site – GT reported that a letter regarding the potential for a tourism hub in the Fimber area has been sent to ERYC and next steps are to be advised. The council has been involved with the parish and residents to look at events in the picnic site and provision of new play equipment.
Towthorpe Access road – GT reported that he had emailed the regular highways contact regarding the state of Towthorpe Road but he had retired. 
The information can be sent to a generic transport / highways mailbox and LW is also to find out who the new contact is. GT noted that the original contact had advised GT a while ago that he had applied for funding of £40,000 to do the road resurfacing but there has been no progress. GT raised the increase in the number of properties in Towthorpe and that this means the issue with the road is getting more pressing.
Fracking – SF advised that he had attended a recent meeting at Wetwang run by Frack Free East Yorkshire, so he is aware of the issues involved. GT advised that the parish council held a meeting in January 2016 to discuss the parish council’s position on the matter and the way forward. The PC is keen to see what neighbouring parishes in the same contractor / license area are doing and to hold a joint meeting. They also wish to get a view from the two licensees in the area - Cuadrilla and INEOS. The parish council is still at the information gathering stage and wish to get all the facts before forming an opinion and will seek to get resident views also when there is more information. 
Q. GT asked SF what the ERYC position on fracking was. ?
A. SF advised that ERYC is also at the information gathering stage. As the planning authority, ERYC will have to deal with any planning applications which come forward. SF had met Cuadrilla at County Hall in a briefing to the council on what they were doing and the likely timescales for exploration; at that time, it was not yet known if the company would get licences for exploration in place; since then that has been approved. The next stage is that the company will carry out exploration and do micro testing and seismology. There is no requirement for planning permission to do this process. The exploration and desk top research could take 12-18 months and only once this is completed will the company consider next steps. 
There was a detailed discussion regarding the fracking process.
GT noted that in this area a main concern is the security of the aquifer and the Environment Agency and HSE will need to be involved regarding potential threat to the area’s health & safety. 
There was a discussion about the recent anti fracking meeting in Driffield where other concerns had been raised and the likelihood of investment returns in this area and potential volume of industry / mining activity.
SF advised that ERYC put information out to communities affected by windfarms in the past and will do similar regarding fracking. This will cover the main planning considerations when making planning consultation submissions. 
LW reported that she has contacted a number of neighbouring parishes in the INEOS licence area to see what their position was and whether they were interested in a joint meeting. Most are still due to consider their position however there is some interest in meeting jointly with the INEOS. 
GT noted that there was a need to have support from ward councillors if the majority view is against or for. There was discussion of the issue regarding the government’s pro shale gas / oil stance and the potential difficulty this could give if the parish went to the planning appeal stage later on. 
JA made the point that just one well agreed could open the door to 100’s if not 1000’s in an area, so this needs to be a major consideration by ERYC. The cost of appeal and cost to the council could be an issue.
SF advised that if the council refuses applications and the decision is not based on material planning reasons this could be an implication on the planning authority. The planning consultation submission from the parish council and others will need to include evidence to back up a request not to approve planning. 
GT advised that he has approached the EA and will try to get a representative to attend a future meeting. 
The parish council will hold joint meetings with other PCs north of Fimber and INEOS and also with Wetwang / Fridaythorpe and Cuadrilla. 
The parish council will put information out to residents and hold a meeting for residents when more is known.
SF advised that ERYC councillors are to have a seminar to be better informed of the matter. No applications for fracking have been received by ERYC yet. There was discussion regarding planning permission for any associated infrastructure also.
SF advised the parish council to involve the local MP in the matter (Greg Clark) as it is not just a local planning matter but a wider issue. SF also advised fact finding from Cuadrilla and INEOS on the process and that it could be months for any responses to information and research to be available from any initial exploration. 
SF advised that when any further information is known he will share it and the Parish Council is welcome to contact him and the other ward councillors at any time regarding concerns; all noted and thanked SF for this offer.

SF left the meeting at this point. GT thanked him for attending.

Village pond – The drain under the road to the pond needs looking at. LW is to contact EYFS regarding this and to ask when the last road sweeper and gully cleaning exercise was done 
Mortimer update – PL no further update need to see if tourism hub matter taken up. GT thanked PL for work in maintaining the profile of Mortimer in the area.
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	1602.08
	Budget
It was agreed that the 2015/16 budget out turn and the setting of the 2016/17 budget would be covered at the next meeting.
MW reported that the internal auditor (Jack Lucas) to be appointed for the audit of the accounts will receive written instruction from the parish council.
MW reported that the VAT return has been completed and the parish council claimed back £64.82. 
LW to liaise with MW on the asset list and payments over £100 for publication. 
	





LW/
MW

	1602.09
	Payments
MW advised that the Insurance payment had been amended to £251.85 due to insurance premium tax.
	

	1602.10
	Planning Matters
JA gave an update on meetings at Wetwang and Fridaythorpe regarding fracking. Pocklington, Leavening and Thixendale are all showing an interest in the issue. 
There was a discussion regarding engaging local people and a public meeting. It was agreed that the parish council would continue gathering information at this stage and hold a village meeting once more was known.
Initially there is an opportunity to hear a presentation from INEOS / Cuadrilla with representatives from several parishes. 
	

	1602.11
	Queen’s birthday celebrations – it was agreed that a village event be held on 12th June. This would be similar to last year’s village picnic event with BYO arrangements. 
	

	1602.12
	Correspondence
LW reported that on a number of items of correspondence that had been received for information; there was none which required a decision.
	

	1602.13
	Urgent items agreed by the Char
None raised
	

	1602.14
	Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held on 11 May 2016 at 7.30pm; to include the APM and AGM. (post meeting note May 16– change of date agreed with chair to 25 May at 8pm)

Future meeting dates are:
10 August 2016. 7.30pm
9 November 2016, 7.30pm

	



Laura Waites, Clerk to Fimber Parish Council, e-mail fimberparishclerk@gmail.com
Tel 07794594111



