FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL – ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Wednesday 10th August 2016 at 7.30pm

Fimber Village Hall

Present: 

Chair:
       Cllr Graham Thompson (GT)

       Cllr Peter Leese (PL), Cllr Mary Walker (MW), Cllr Ian Smith (IS), Cllr Ray Lambert (RL)
In attendance: 

Clerk:
       Laura Waites (LW)
Apologies: Cllr John Megginson, Cllr Jayne Austin (Vice Chair)
Minutes
	Minute
	Details
	Action

	1.0816
	Welcome and Apologies

GT opened the meeting and welcomed all to the meeting. Apologies were reported from Cllr John Megginson and Cllr Jayne Austin; consented.
	

	2.0816
	Open forum and Annual Parish Meeting
There were no residents in attendance. MW reported that there was a resident query regarding street signs and it was agreed to discuss this under other business at the end of the meeting.

To ensure that residents have as much notice as possible about meetings it was agreed that the notice of meetings be published on the noticeboard at least two full weeks before each meeting and that minutes be published within two weeks of meetings on the noticeboard as well as the website.
	LW

	3.0816
	Confidentiality and Declaration of Interests

GT gave a reminder of the need for confidentiality and to declare any interests, pecuniary or non-pecuniary. There were no interests declared and no confidential items raised.
	

	4.0816
	Other urgent business

There were no notifications of urgent other business 
	

	5.0816
	Minutes of the last meeting

The Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 25 May 2016 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair:

Proposed by IS and seconded by RL; agreed unanimously.
	

	6.0816
	Matters Arising
The following matters arising from the minutes were considered:
a) Streetscene issues – GT reported that he and PL had met with Mike Connor (ERYC) in June for the 2 yearly streetscene walkabout and had agreed a number of streetscene taskforce priorities. Progress to be reviewed at the next parish council meeting. The following additional streetscene matters were discussed:
1. Railway bridge / wall near Bridge lane farm – GT reported that he has carried out some clearance from overhanging trees and hedging.
2. Sledmere Road – GT to make contact with residents regarding overhanging leylandi hedge as there was concern raised over access to the footpath and pedestrian / road safety
3. Horse chestnut tree on village green  – RL raised the matter of what was to be done about the remaining trunk now that the damaged tree has been made safe. RL will look into whether professional services can be used to remove the remains of the tree and the cost. It was noted that there were other trees behind the damaged tree.
4. Fimber to Sledmere – discussed in highways item
5. Fimber to Fridaythorpe – GT reported drain clearance work had been done
6. Drain which takes water under road near phonebox  is blocked – GT reported drain clearance work had been done.
7. Grass cutting – GT reported that there had been a call from a resident regarding the bank not being cut. PL had been in touch with the grass cutting team and the work was done the next day. It was noted that the team do a good job on the village green, however the contract has been cut from 5 times a year to 2 times a year in future.
8. Phonebox, postbox and noticeboard – PL noted that the condition of the street furniture in the village was a concern and gave a poor impression of the village. The PC queried if the phonebox was used at all It was agreed that LW contact BT regarding potential for the parish council to purchase the phone box; and, if this could be done, to make enquiries with Garton PC on the process they had used to install a defibrillator in their village phonebox.  It was agreed that LW contact the post office about the condition of the postbox. The condition of the noticeboard was deteriorating. LW noted that a grant may be available from ERYC for noticeboards if they are used to display emergency planning information. It was agreed that LW investigate whether a grant is available to cover the cost of replacing the noticeboard.
b) Streetlight SLA – LW reported that an invoice for the electrical testing to be done by ERYC had been received and it was agreed that LW would check the date the work had been carried out and whether there were any certificates for it. LW and GT have been completing an inventory for Northern Powergrid and LW reported that she is in contact with ERYC to identify some final details regarding the streetlights that are required for the inventory.
c) Village pond – nothing further to report.
d) Highways – The following highways matters were discussed:
1. Sledmere Road – the proposed ERYC road safety works to the Sledmere Road were noted and welcomed by the parish council; LW to check if .there are any plans to address the road condition as part of the scheme of works as issues with crumbling tarmac and flooding on bends had previously been raised.
2. B1248 Towthorpe crossroad – potholes and crumbling tarmac were noted. LW to contact ERYC regarding concerns about road condition and road safety.
3. Off road parking facilities – there was a discussion regarding parking and road safety near the council houses and it was agreed that LW contact ERYC to see what was involved in getting them to undertake works to created better off road parking provision in the area.
e) Picnic site – The parish council noted the installation of the play equipment had been completed and there had been good media coverage of the new facilities.
	GT/PL

GT
RL

LW
LW
LW
LW
LW

LW

LW

	7.0816
	Summer Picnic Event
PL gave a report on the summer event. The turnout was disappointing as many councillors and residents had been on holiday and unable to attend. It was noted that the event had been well received by those attending and the parish council thanked PL for his efforts in arranging the event. It was noted that an annual event was a good opportunity to bring the community together and the parish council would continue to arrange similar events in future.
	

	8.0816
	Speeding

RL reported that there had been some police speed monitoring but the PCO was not as free to do as much work on this as previously had been done. It was noted that police and road safety speed monitoring had been observed in the wider parish area. It was agreed that RL continue to work with the PCO to address speeding in the village and to press for the installation of flashing signage or whether the mobile flashing signage pilot scheme was still planned.
	RL

	9.0816
	Emergency Plan

There was a discussion regarding emergency planning arrangements and it was agreed that LW contact ERYC to get a template to be used for the plan and MW look at updating contact numbers and emails. The draft template will be reviewed at the next meeting.
	LW/MW

	10.0816
	Governance

Council membership – it was agreed that GT contact JM and other regarding membership and potential succession arrangements in order to maintain a sustainable parish council.

Code of conduct – to be reviewed at the next meeting.
	GT

	11.0816
	Finance
Audit of 2015/16 accounts - MW reported that the external auditor had requested some additional information and made some queries on the annual return for 2015/16. The relevant amendments had been made and signed off by the internal auditor. LW is awaiting any further feedback.

Budget 2016/17 – nothing to report
	

	12.0816
	Payments

MW reported that the following payments required approval:

ERYC – streetlighting electrical testing - £88 plus VAT
IS proposed and RL seconded that the payment be made by cheque; all agreed unanimously.
	MW



	13.0816
	Planning Matters

The following planning matters were reported:

16/02339/PLF – Fimber Field Farm erecting of livestock unit for pigs. GT reported that initial comments had been submitted by LW regarding an error on the map regarding the building locations. There were no further comments or objections to the application. LW to submit a ‘no comment’ entry on behalf of the parish council.

16/01698/PLF – The Gables Burdale Lane and erecting of double garage – GT reported that this had been seen and commented on in July by the parish council by email due to the deadline for consultation and there had been no objections or comments to be made.
	

	14.0816
	Fracking
LW reported on an email from Garton PC to neighbouring parish clerks including Fimber, enquiring if there was any news on local fracking matters and if there was a local forum. Responses had been sent by Wetwang and other parishes and LW will send a similar response. This will cover the need for the parish council to remain objective, that we will engage with the companies granted local licence to get more information, continue other information gathering and liaise with neighbouring parish councils.
	Chair

	15.0816
	Correspondence

LW gave an update on correspondence received which had not been covered by previous agenda items. Items discussed included:

Fridaythorpe Parish Council letter – GT reported that a letter had been emailed from Fridaythorpe Parish Council asking Fimber and other neighbouring parish council if they would be interested in a merger of parish councils. it was agreed that for certain issues such as fracking and other planning or transport matters it would be beneficial to work closely with Fridaythorpe and neighbouring parish councils, however the preference is for Fimber to remain a separate parish council. 

ERYC – Tourism Service – LW reported that a letter had been emailed from the tourism service requesting information regarding any events and activities to be held in the area which could be included and marketing through the City of Culture 2017 programme. All are to identify any events and ideas and send these to LW. Initially the Jim Austin Collection; Wolds Way Railway and potential Mortimer activity were raised.
	LW

ALL 

	16.0816
	Urgent items agreed by the Chair

MW reported that a query had been received from residents on where the Back Street name had come from. The process for street naming was discussed and noted.
	

	17.0816
	Date of next meeting
16th November 2016. 7.30pm
MW to do refreshments
	

	18.0816
	Close

GT closed the meeting at 9.00pm
	


Laura Waites, Clerk to Fimber Parish Council, e-mail fimberparishclerk@gmail.com
