FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL – ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Wednesday 16th November 2016 at 7.30pm

Fimber Village Hall

Present: 

Chair:
       Cllr Graham Thompson (GT)

Cllr Peter Leese (PL), Cllr Mary Walker (MW), Cllr Jayne Austin (JA) (Vice Chair), Cllr Ian Smith (IS)
In attendance: 

Laura Waites (LW) (Clerk)
PC Martin Phillips (item 6 only)
Apologies: Cllr John Megginson (JM), Cllr Ray Lambert (RL) 
Minutes
	Minute
	Details
	Action

	1.1116
	Welcome and Apologies

GT opened the meeting and welcomed all to the meeting. Apologies were reported from Cllr John Megginson and Cllr Ray Lambert; consented.
	

	2.1116
	Open forum and Annual Parish Meeting
There were no residents in attendance. PL reported that there were resident queries regarding foul smells from the pig farm. It was agreed to discuss this under other business at the end of the meeting.
	

	3.1116
	Confidentiality and Declaration of Interests

GT gave a reminder of the need for confidentiality and to declare any interests, pecuniary or non-pecuniary There were no interests declared and no confidential items raised.
	

	4.1116
	Other urgent business

There were no notifications of urgent other business 
	

	5.1116
	Minutes of the last meeting

The Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 10 August 2016 were approved as a correct record: Proposed by IS and seconded by MW; the minutes were agreed unanimously by the parish council.
	

	6.1116
	Police Update/Speeding

It was agreed that this item be covered next as PC Phillips attended at this point to give the update. GT welcomed MP to the meeting. MP explained that a Humberside Police representative would try to attend meetings of all parish councils in the area covered on a regular basis to discuss issues raised and advise about crime prevention; however there is a large area to cover with 37 parish councils so it may not be possible to attend every meeting. 
The main issues that were being identified by parish councils were: speeding, dog fouling, anti-social behaviour and littering. GT confirmed that speeding was the main issue in the Fimber Parish. MP confirmed that the police service is moving away from traditional methods of speed gun monitoring involving PCOs and are seeking to use other methods to engineer the problems out, including use of new technology and different monitoring methods. There are AMPR cameras in the area so police can detect number plates and flag with police if any known criminals are driving through an area; the devices are not measuring speed.
There was a discussion about how a serious crime would be reported and dealt with in the area. MP explained that he is one of a team of four police officers for the area together with two PCOs and gave some advice about dealing with rural crime and crime prevention. In quiet areas such as Fimber there may be opportunistic crime. The use of CCTV was highlighted as good practice as it acts as a deterrent as well as providing evidence of a crime. Large organisations need to comply with certain CCTV regulations however a small parish council like Fimber could put up some cameras as private individuals. The use of a ‘dog bark’ sensor was also a cheap way of using a deterrent in homes, particularly for elderly people. East Coast and Rural area got funds for some anti-theft devices from the community funds from the Lisset wind farm. There is £1k now to use for individuals who are extremely vulnerable and police will go out with fire service officers to give basic kits for better protection and prevention. The main message is that even though crime and ASB rates are low in the area people should not be complacent. Dash cams are useful for car crime and it is a good idea to get home alarms, CCTV and link them to mobile systems for best alerting. There is a neighbourhood watch scheme in Fimber which MW has joined and she receives alerts which can be via mobile text as well as email and there is a Facebook page.

Farm burglaries were discussed; there are not many but MP said that they have seen some instances and the police track and send alerts out to areas if there are reports of seeing anything suspicious.  

GT said that on behalf of the parish council he appreciated the advice and the visit and LW will email with dates of future meetings which MP or another team member will try to attend.

MW asked if there were any partnership meetings in Driffield with Police officers and other parish councils. MP will advise if any are to be facilitated in the future. 
MP left the meeting.
	LW

MP



	7.1116
	Matters Arising
The following matters arising from the minutes were considered:
a) Streetscene – an area of path on the Fimber main road is collapsing and needs to be repaired. It was agreed that this be reported to the ERYC.
b) Phone box – LW reported that a letter had been received from ERYC advising that BT were considering the removal of little used public phone boxes and the Fimber public phone box was under consideration. There were three proposed options for the council to take: 1) put a case forward for retention with evidence of use 2) agree that the phone and phone box be removed 3) agree the phone be removed and pay BT a sum of £1 to retain the phone box. The parish council agreed that option three was the preferred option. LW is to make the arrangements.  The phone box is to be painted and the parish council will identify a use for it; there are examples of other villages using them for defibrillators.
c) Streetlights SLA – LW reported that Cllr Frazer had been in touch about a potential grant available for the upgrading of the 8 streetlights so that they are more energy efficient. LW has followed this up with ERYC and there is an application form to complete if the parish council want to go ahead.    The parish council agreed that the grant application be made if it will cover the full cost of the work. LW is to check and take forward the application as appropriate. LW reported that there was a query as to whether the parish council had used all of the previous community grant. MW confirmed that there was £424 in balance which was committed for exceptional winter maintenance and this had been rolled on from last year.

d) Highways – GT reported that Sledmere Road works were now complete. However, the parish council noted there were still concerns regarding some road edges which were crumbling in places. It was agreed that a letter be sent to ERYC to express concern about the flooding on Sledmere Road and breaking away of tarmac on the road. Towthorpe Road issues had been reported by GT and ERYC highways are to look at it; it was agreed that the matter be raised again as GT has not had a recent update.

e) Picnic Site – no further updates or action

f) Notice Board – LW reported that she has looked into getting funding through the community grant for upgrading the noticeboard but it is no longer possible to do this through that grant fund. It was agreed that GT will look into making a replacement noticeboard due to the condition of the current one.
	LW

LW

LW

LW

GT

	8.1116
	Emergency Plan

There was a discussion regarding emergency planning arrangements. It was agreed that GT will review the files for the current one and liaise with LW over the latest guidance and template to update it. The revised plan will be reviewed at the next meeting.
	GT/LW

	9.1116
	Governance

No updates were reported
	

	10.1116
	Finance
Audit of 2015/16 accounts – LW reported that the external auditor had signed off the annual return for 2015/16 with no issues. Noted.
Budget 2016/17 – MW advised that once the following outstanding payments were made, it was expected that the budget outturn will show the parish council to be just within its budget for 2016/17
a) Streetlight SLA

b) Clerks salary

c) Insurance 
The parish council agreed that the payments be made on receipt of the invoices. 
LW is to submit salary details before the end of December 2016.

Precept for 2017/18

The need to replace certain assets was discussed such as the notice board. 
The parish council considered the level of the Precept for 2017/18. 
It was agreed that due to the need for certain parish asset replacement, the precept is to be increased by £50 to £1600. Proposed by GT and seconded by IS; agreed unanimously by the parish council. LW to arrange for the precept return to be done.
Banking mandate

MW raised the issue of not being included on the banking authorised signatory list for the parish council. It was agreed that GT contact the bank to update the mandate to include MW.
	MW

LW

LW

LW

	11.1116
	Payments

Covered above
	

	12.1116
	Planning Matters

The following planning matters were reported:

16/02673/PLF – Towthorpe Barns erection of dwellings and garage. LW reported that an extended deadline had been arranged so the parish council could consider the matter at its meeting. The link for plans etc. was viewed during the meeting.

It was agreed that the parish council had no strong objections to the matter.

Biomass update - There was discussion regarding the Biomass planning situation. GT has seen some planning notices in the local press but LW noted there has been nothing received in the parish council planning consultee inbox. LW and GT will check the system for more information.
	LW

LW/GT

	13.1116
	Communication
IS raised the matter of poor broadband speed in the parish. There is a scheme via the ERYC to get broadband out to rural communities. Work to Wetwang exchange is complete but the cabling to homes beyond the exchange has not been upgraded so the signal deteriorates meaning homes and businesses in the parish are still experiencing very slow speeds; many of less than 1mb. There is potential for a community scheme to be done. It was agreed that GT is to contact ERYC / BT to express concern over the slow speeds and that there does not seen to be any prospect of getting superfast broadband to many properties in the parish and see what options are available.

	GT

	14.1116
	Correspondence

LW gave an update on correspondence received which had not been covered by previous agenda items. Items discussed included:

NHS consultation and poster for display on rationalisation of health services and a consultation event on 17 January 2017. 

There were no other items noted at the meeting. LW will forward emails received with general information.
	LW

 

	15.1116
	Urgent items agreed by the Char

PL raised issue with reported strong smell from digester nearby pig farm. Residents had been concerned and raised it with PL. It was agreed that GT send a letter advising that several residents had raised concern about a very strong / noxious smell to highlight the issue with the farm.
	GT

	16.1116
	Date of next meeting
15th February 2017. 7.30pm
	

	17.1116
	Close

GT closed the meeting at 9.15pm
	


Laura Waites, Clerk to Fimber Parish Council, e-mail fimberparishclerk@gmail.com
