FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH and ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Wednesday 16th May 2018 at 7.30pm
Fimber Village Hall

Present: 

Chair:
       
Cllr Graham Thompson (GT)

Cllr Peter Leese (PL); Cllr Mary Walker (MW); Cllr Sarah Megginson (SM); 

Cllr Ray Lambert (RL)
In attendance:
Laura Waites (LW) (Clerk); Faye Nicholson (FN), CPO Humberside Police;


Cllr Felicity Temple (FT), East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Driffield Wold & Rural 
Apologies: 
Cllr Jayne Austin (JA); Cllr Ian Smith (IS)  
Minutes
	Minute
	Details
	Action

	
	Annual Meeting of the Parish
	

	1.0518
	Open Forum
GT declared the meeting open and gave a reminder that May is the meeting when the open forum is extended and serves as the Annual Meeting of the Parish. 

There were no residents in attendance and no questions or emails had been received for consideration.

GT advised that each parish council meeting starts with an open forum for residents to provide an opportunity for any matters to be raised; this can be done by attending the meeting in person, by email, in writing or can be reported verbally to a parish councillor.

	

	
	Annual Parish Meeting
	

	2.0518
	Welcome and Apologies

GT opened the meeting and reported apologies from IS and JA. GT welcome Cllr Temple and FN from Humberside Police.
	

	3.0518
	Confidentiality and Declaration of Interests

GT gave a reminder of the need for confidentiality. There were no confidential items or declarations raised.
	

	4.0518
	Other urgent business
None raised.
	

	5.0518
	Speeding / Police update

It was agreed that this item be taken next on the agenda to allow FN to leave the meeting after her report.

FN reported that a new community alert system was up and running and urged people to use it. The local neighbourhood watch group and the parish council agreed to promote it and FN left some cards with the details. 
FN is not aware of any crimes in the area. MW highlighted the attempted theft of a trailer and an alert sent to surrounding parishes. MW has reported some details but only the first 3 registration number of the suspicious vehicle had been known. FN is aware of other vehicle incidents in nearby parish areas, Cowlam and Southburn.

FN will continue to work with RL on speeding in the village. There are more children in the parish so do need to ensure safety for them in crossing the road for the school bus. The use of a speed camera van was discussed. This needs to be parked safely to be used and the parish council agreed that one could be parked on the village green. RL is to liaise with FN regarding the arrangements.GT asked if a community speed gun could be used as this approach has recently been back in media. FN is to speak to her manager to see if a training session on this can be arranged.

SM mentioned that people have been seen hare coursing in the Towthorpe area. FN reported that the police have caught some hare coursers recently. FN is to get numbers of people prosecuted and noted that they can get a Section 59 warning for being on land and vehicles can be seized; they can also be prosecuted for trespass. However, the issue is catching them and the police advise against confronting them yourself. 
SM is to check if all of the Towthorpe area farms are part of the farm watch initiative.

FN advised that the Driffield police station is now open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday between 9am and 5pm; details about this have been published in Wolds Weekly.

GT thanked FN for attending and FN left the meeting at this point. 
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	6.0518
	Minutes of the last meeting
All agreed that the minutes of the last meeting held in February 2018 be approved; proposed by MW proposed and seconded by PL.
GT signed a copy for the file.
	

	7.0518
	Matters Arising
The following matters arising from the minutes were discussed with FT:
a) Broadband – The lack of high speed in the Fimber area was noted whist Sledmere, Wetwang, Fridaythorpe, Garton and other neighbouring villages have superfast now. FT reported that it is an issue in some rural areas. The government pledge is that 95% of the country will receive it. There is a satellite system in place in the Fimber area but it is at the limit for how many households it can serve. Councillors questioned why people should pay the full fare when don’t get a fair broadband service. FT is to follow up any progress with East Riding Broadband.

b) Streetlighting – LW gave a brief update on the progress with the works to be done to covert the streetlights to energy efficient lighting using the community grant received last year. Funding has been transferred to the new financial year to allow the work to be completed. The switchover to the new energy supplier is underway.

c) Streetscene and highway matters. GT went through the schedule of issues from the recent streetscene task force visit on 16th April 2018. These included:

· Flooding at roundabout – FT referred to the response from the streetscene manager who advised that gullies are cleansed annually but there is no guarantee this will address problem. The parish council discussed the use of soakaways. GT referred to roadside grips in the grass verges. These used to be dug away each year, but this is not done now. The condition of local roads after winter was also a concern. FT advised there is always money put into the budget for highways work but the council also has many competing priorities. GT noted that it is a false economy to allow roads to get into condition they are with regular standing water as they freeze and this undermines the road condition further. The flooding on the Sledmere Road was also noted, as it covers halfway across road. FT is to see what highways work is planned for the area.

· Towthorpe Road – photos of the road condition have been sent onto the highways service for them to review. The road is on the capital programme list but fairly low down on the list. FT recommended to keep sending photos when the conditions are really bad to demonstrate the issues.

· Roadside issues - GT raised an issue from when snow clearance was done which has left a lot of granite blocks on the Malton – Fimber roadside which could be dangerous if they get into road or when the grass is cut. This is on the schedule to be progressed.

· Speed Control - RL reported that the red speed control markings into the village are damaged and not on the schedule. LW to ask for these to be added.

· A few minor things were raised as taskforce matters and were noted on the list together with progress made, for example Burdale Road signage has been done. MW mentioned that footpath clearance is needed and FT is to see if this can be progressed. LW to follow up any news on progress with the schedule next month. 
d) FT asked about age/numbers of children in village as she is aware of a youth club in Driffield which could get transport to. MW also noted there was one in Wetwang which a bus is provided for. Councillors noted there are more children in the village now so it would be good to promote these facilities. 
e) Fracking - GT asked if FT was aware of any progress with fracking. FT advised that there has been a seminar where ERYC councillors talked to licensees and interest groups. The Council was concerned that there were no guarantees on responsibility for when a platform has finished. The Council would want assurance that measures were in place to ensure the long term safety beyond the working lifetime of the well. This would be a planning matter. There were no known reports of activity in this area.

f) PL reported on a leaflet on the local archaeology society events.
GT thanked FT for attending and she advised that she will be in touch to follow up the matters discussed.

FT left the meeting at this point.
	FT
FT

LW/SM

LW

FT

LW

FT



	8.0518
	Governance


The election of the Chair, Vice Chair and Treasurer positions was considered. GT expressed an interest in undertaking the role of Chair for a further year but noted the need for succession planning for this role in future; proposed by PL and seconded by MW.

The parish council took a vote by show of hands and unanimously agreed that GT be appointed to the Chair of the parish council. 

Councillors discussed when the next election is due or any vacancies on the parish council, that it would be a good idea to have an open day or some promotion. 
MW was appointed as the treasurer.

JA is to be asked to continue as the Vice Chair.
LW reported on the Data Protection Act 2018 and new general data protection regulations that come into force from 25 May 2018 and will ensure that arrangements are made to ensure that the parish council complies with the new regulations. 

LW also referred to updated Code of Conduct and Register of Interest documents and will ensure that these are completed by the parish council.
	GT
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	9.0518
	Finance
MW reported that the remittance for this year’s (2018/19) precept of £1650 had been received and gave an update on parish council accounts. There is a balance of £630.86 in the business saving account and £1526.85 in the current account giving a total balance of £2157.71. Expenses last year (2017/18) amounted to £1412.18.
MW reported that the 2017/18 audit return had been completed and signed off by the internal auditor. GT/MW/LW signed appropriate parts of the audit return. RL + PL proposed and seconded audit be approved and the parish council agreed that it could be submitted. GT thanked Jack Lucas on behalf of the parish council for his help with sorting out the audit this year.

SM left the meeting at this point.
	

	10.0518
	Payments

MW reported on payments to be made and the parish council approved the following payments be made:
Npower electric bill – £10.98, £xxx
Rent for hall - £80
	

	11.0518
	Planning Matters

There was no further progress on the Gameslack Biomass application.
	

	12.0518
	Correspondence

LW gave a report on recent correspondence received for councillors to note.  There were no actions required.
GT read letter from Jack Lucas thanking the PC for arranging the project for the memorial seating to his wife Ruth. RL reported that he has been trying to get the final work on the tree done but there is a problem with the nails however he will continue to follow it up.
	

	13.0518
	Communications/website

IS reported that the parish council website is up to date.
	

	14.0518
	Urgent items agreed by the Chair

None 
	

	15.0518
	Date of next meeting.

The next meetings of the parish council will be held at 7.30pm on:

8th August 2018

14th November 2018

13th February 2019

15th May 2019
GT closed the meeting.
	


